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Welcome   Guide...

Barony College warmly welcomes international students.

We believe you can contribute strongly to a student population whilst enjoying the many learning opportunities we have on offer and the exceptional scenic region in which we are based.  We are pleased you have chosen to study with us; please find enclosed some useful information to assist you upon your arrival.

Arriving In the UK 

Passport control

Passport control will be your first encounter with the UK.  There will be two queues, one for European Economic Area (EEA) nationals and one for non-EEA nationals.  If you are an EEA national, the information below does not apply to you.

If you already have entry clearance (a visa or entry certificate) when you enter the UK, this should now serve as leave to enter (i.e. permission to be in) the UK, although some students may still be questioned and asked to produce all their documents.  If you are from a country where you must obtain a visa for the UK (i.e. a visa national), you should automatically have been applied for this visa before travelling; otherwise you will be refused entry.

You should carry all your documents with you, showing that you have definite place in a college or university and that you have enough money to cover your stay.  If satisfied, the Immigration Officer will usually put a date stamp in your passport to show that date you entered the UK.  In this case, you will have permission to stay until your entry clearance expires or for the period stated on your entry clearance.

If you have entry clearance when you arrive and for any reason, the Immigration Office does not accept this and wishes to cancel the entry clearance, you should have aright of appeal from within the UK, but do seek advice immediately.

Look in your passport immediately afterwards, to check whether the Immigration Officer has made any changes to your conditions.  Some are already printed on your entry clearance.  You will usually have conditions about working, and not accessing public funds.  You may or may not have a condition telling you to register with the police.  The condition that you have about work will normally be the ‘restriction’ stamp, allowing you to work part-time.

If you are a non visa national and do not already have clearance, you will need to apply for leave to enter (i.e. permission to be in the UK) at passport control at the airport.  The more papers and evidence you can show that you are a genuine student and that you have sufficient funds, the better.  Although it is quite common for students to be given leave to enter for the whole duration of their course, you may still only be given leave for one year at first (or the length of your course if it is shorter than one year.)  If you continue to be a full-time student however, your stay can be extended at a later date.

If you are a non-visa national and you intend to start full-time study within 6 months but have yet been finally accepted onto a course, inform the immigration officer and you might be given permission to enter for up to six months as a ‘prospective student’.  You should however, have already made fairly clear decisions about the type of studies you wish to take, and be able to show evidence that you have already been in touch with UK institutions.  After you have enrolled at a college, you can then apply to extend your stay as full-time student.

When you enter the UK, you will have to pass through customs control.  You will see three channels of different colours.  If you have nothing to declare, use the ‘green’ channel.  Use ‘red’ if you do not have goods to declare, and ‘blue’ if you have already passed through and EEA airport and your goods have been cleared.  If you pass through the green, you could still be stopped and have your luggage searched.  If you do have goods to declare and pass through the wrong channel, you could be in trouble.  If you are unsure of which goods you need to declare therefore, always ask, rather than take a risk.  You can also check the UK Customs and Excise website at:  www.hmce.gov.uk .

Banking 

If you are staying in Scotland for some time, it is a good idea to open up a basic bank account in the UK.  This is especially useful if you get a job, as well as for immigration purposes.

Before You Leave Home

Start preparing for your banking well in advance, by first asking for advice from your bank in your home country.  Find out how you can safely transfer money and how much you can send.  You may ask your bank if they can help you set up an account in the UK and whether a cash card from your home may be used to withdraw money in the UK bank machines.  Always ask about any changes that might apply.

Check also how you can pay your fees.  Sometimes this is possible by credit card or by electronic transfer of money from your home bank.

Bringing money into the UK

You can bring money into the UK in various ways – travellers’ cheques, banker’s drafts or letters of credit, or you can transfer funds electronically.  Your home bank may also be able to issue a cheque, which can be drawn in sterling on a UK bank.

There are also restrictions on the amount of cash and traveller’s cheques you can bring in.  Make sure you have some cash available for your first few weeks in Scotland, as it may take a few weeks to set up an account.

However, do avoid carrying large amounts of cash with you.  It is very easy to change money in Scotland, in banks, bureau de change offices or in building societies.  Branches of all major banks will exchange money at a fair rate and should not charge too much commission.  Bureau de change offices tend to offer good exchange rates but can charge a high commission fee.

Always check on charges, before asking for any banking services.

Opening an Account

To open an account, you need to complete an application form from the bank and provide all the documents that the bank needs to see.  This normally includes your passport, a confirmation letter from your university that you are their student, and proof of your current Scottish address. Please ask a confirmation letter from International Office for this purpose.

Opening Hours

Scottish banks open weekdays between 9-10 am and close at 4-5 pm.  Some open on Saturday mornings.

Police Registration

All students how are not from EAA or Commonwealth countries must register with the local police force.  This should be done within seven days of arrival.  If you are required to register with the Police your passport will be stamped telling you to do this.  Registration with the Police currently costs £34.00 Once registered you must inform the Police if you change your address or your leave to remain has been extended.

The nearest police station is Police Headquarters, Cornwall Mount, Dumfries, DG1 1PZ.

Accommodation 

College Kirkmichael House is a converted 18th century manor house. It has 25 bedrooms, offering both twin and single accommodation, mostly en-suite. In addition, Nith and Cree hostels have 16 single study-bedrooms, sharing four shower rooms. All our hostels have common rooms with television, tea and coffee making facilities, refrigerator, and microwave. We can also offer self-catering cottages to mature students. Pearl Edgar deals with all bookings for College accommodation, and the range of facilities available for hire. Pearl can be contacted by e-mail (pedgar@barony.ac.uk) or by telephone on the college's main line 01387 860 251.

If you are requiring assistance to locate suitable rented accommodation, please contact our International Officer.  Amy Ma will be able to advise you on the average rental costs for this area and how to go about finding suitable accommodation. Amy can be contacted either by booking an appointment at Section Head Office or by e-mail (ama@barony.ac.uk ) or by telephone on the college's main line 01387 860 251.
Health Care

If you are from an EEA country or a student on a course lasting more than 6 months you will qualify for medical and hospital treatment under the National Health Service (NHS).  The NHS is free of charge, although there is a fixed cost for any medication you may need from the pharmacy.

An NHS dentist is very hard to find and you may want to consider taking out insurance to cover the costs of a private dentist.  If you complete an HC1 form you will be able to find out if you are eligible for free prescriptions and dental treatment.  Forms are available from a Student Adviser.

Once you arrive in the UK log on to www.nhsdg.scot.nhs.uk to find your nearest GP (doctor) and register immediately.

In case of an emergency you should call 999 for ambulance, fire or police.

Working In the UK  

Anyone with a student status in allowed to work part time (20 hours per week) during the term and any number of unlimited hours during the holiday.  EU/EAA students are allowed to work unlimited hours.  Citizens of the new EU member states (A8 countries) must register with the worker registration scheme if they are planning to work more than 20 hours per week.

Helpful websites:

www.workingintheuk.gov.uk

www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk

www.careers.ed.ac.uk
In order to work and pay tax you need to get a National Insurance Number.  To begin with you will be able to work on a temporary National Insurance number which can be set up from your date of birth.  When you start working you must apply for permanent national insurance number by contacting the local job centre and completing forms P46 (new employee) and P86 (arrival in the UK).  When you are leaving the UK you can complete form P85 which may help you get a tax refund.  Further information is available on 

www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk
Extending Your Stay 

If you are not an EEA national student, you will have been given permission to stay printed on your entry clearance (visa) sticker, or stamped in your passport when you entered the UK.  This is called ‘leave to enter’ or ‘leave to remain’ and is for a specified period only.  If you wish to stay for longer than this period therefore, you need to apply to the Home Office for an extension.  If you are still a student, you will need to complete most recent application form Tier 4 (general), available on UK Boarder Agency’s website http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk/adult-students/.  You should normally apply for an extension of stay 4-6 weeks before your current leave (permission) expires. 

If you have completed your studies, you may be entitled (Tier 1 Post-study work) under points-based system to work in the United Kingdom. The  Tier 1 Post-study work opportunity aims to retain the most able international graduates who have studied in the United Kingdom. It also enhances the United Kingdom's overall offer to international students. Post-study workers are free to look for work without having a sponsor for the length of their leave.The immigration category provides a bridge to highly skilled or skilled work.
The College’ International Officer can give you assistance to apply appropriate extension of stay in the UK. 

Travel Contact Details

You may wish to access the following websites for information, pricing, availability of the transportation for your requirements of travel in the UK. 

www.dgtripshare.com for local car sharing options

www.nationalrail.com for train information

www.swestrans.org.uk for transport information in the South West of Scotland including local bus timetables

www.transportdirect.info for help with planning you journey and live travel news

Stagecoach- Dumfries         01387 253496

Stagecoach- Cumberland   01228 819090

Houstons Mini Coaches       01576 203874

ABC Travel                               01556 503391

King of Kirkcowan                 01671 830284
International Office
International Business Development Officer: Amy Shaoping MA

Address: Section Heads/Marketing Office, Barony College, Parkgate, Dumfries, DG1 3NE

Tel: +44 (0) 1387 860 251       Fax: +44 (0) 1387 860 395
Email: international@barony.ac.uk or ama@barony.ac.uk       
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