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Guidance for International Applicants
Barony College welcomes applications from all international students!
We are pleased to provide you useful information regarding your potential relocation to Scotland and the benefits of studying in this beautiful, safe and exciting country. We offer a variety of information tailored to the needs of international students who wish to study at Barony College.  


What We Offer

Barony College offers a wide range of courses from access to Further Education to HNC and HND level courses. We also provide routes to enable international students to access to degree and postgraduate qualifications.

In the UK, overseas students (from non-EEA countries) are only allowed to enrol onto full-time programmes at SCQF (Scottish Credit and Qualification Framework) level 6 or above. If you are an international applicant from non-EEA countries, you can apply the following programmes at Barony College. 
	Programme Area 
	Course Title
	SCQF level
	Progression

	Agriculture 
	National Certificate in Agriculture
	6
	Barony College

	
	HNC in Agriculture
	7
	Barony College

	Animal Care 
	National Certificate Animal Care
	6
	Barony College

	
	HNC Animal Care
	7
	Barony College

	
	HND Animal Care
	8
	College/University

	Engineering
	National Certificate in Land-based Engineering
	6
	Barony College

	
	National Diploma in Land Based Technology
	7
	College/University

	Equine Studies
	Equine Studies Year 1

National Certificate (BHS Stage 1 and 2)
	6
	Barony College

	
	Equine Studies Year 2

(BHS Stage 3 and Preliminary Teaching Test)
	6
	

	Fisheries Studies


	National Certificate Fisheries Studies
	6
	Barony College

	
	HNC Fish Farm 
	7
	College/University

	Forestry
	National Certificate in Forestry
	6
	College/University

	
	National Diploma in Arboriculture
	6
	College/University

	
	National Diploma in Forestry  (Forest Mechanisation)
	6
	College/University

	Horticulture
	National Certificate in Horticulture
	6
	College/University

	Veterinary Nursing
	HNC Animal Nursing
	7
	Barony College

	
	HND Veterinary Nursing
	8
	College/University


(Programme information is available at College website: www.barony.ac.uk , ‘course and qualifications’ section)
English Language Requirement for Entry

	SCQF level
	IELTS Requirement

	Level 6, 7 and 8
	IELTS score 5.0

	Pre mainstream course study - International English Course (SCQF Level 4)

Study at Barony College’s partnership College – Dumfries & Galloway College
	IELTS score 3.0


The applicant who applies for a full-time SCQF level 6,7 or 8 course must supply an International English Language Test Score (IELTS) certificate with a minimum score of 5.0 or alternative proof of English Language proficiency (e.g. PTE Academic, TOEFL, Test of English or Study of English), if English is spoken as a second language. The applicant who applies for English language course must supply an International English Language Test Score (IELTS) certificate with a minimum score of 3.0 or alternative proof of English Language proficiency or satisfy the equivalent entry standard assessed by the college’s ESOL tutor, if English is spoken as a second language.
Applying For a Course 

Once you have decided on the course(s) of your choice you should complete an international application form.  If you are unsure of the level of study in your chosen area you may select maximum of three choices.  You should also enclose full information of your qualifications, experience and level of English to help the college make a decision on the most suitable level of course on which to offer a place.  The College will make an offer based on your application.  For some courses a reference or other supporting information may also be required.

Application Process 
If the entry criteria of the course which you applied are met fully, you will be offered an unconditional place on to the course. If your relevant criteria are not fully met, your application form will be reviewed by our Admission Team to identify an appropriate level of course. You should aware that you may be offered an individual advice session or conditional acceptance of studies/offer if there is no appropriate level of course for you to study at Barony College according to your current qualification and English language skills.

Following receiving the college’s unconditional offer, you will be invited to a group or individual advice session prior to the start of the course to discuss course content, applicant expectations and the suitability of the course. If you are unable to enter the country for this advice session all relevant information will be posted or sent electronically to you, which includes an acceptance reply postcard. At this stage, you still have a chance to change the course that you have received the unconditional offer. When you have decided to accept the place on the course, you need to return the acceptance reply postcard to Barony College.

Once we receive your acceptance reply postcard, you will be offered the Confirmation of Acceptance of Studies (CAS) on the course in order to enable you to apply student entry clearance/visa.  You will be given the International Student support and welcome information. Our International Officer will contact you regularly and support you fully through before and on your arrival of Scotland and our college. 

Applying For Entry Clearance and Student Visa
Before entering the UK, overseas students should apply for an entry certificate, which will confirm your eligibility for entry to Britain. In order to obtain this, you will need to provide evidence that you have been offered a CAS (Confirmation of Acceptance of Studies) from Barony College and you have sufficient funds to meet the costs of studying and living in Scotland (such as a bank reference or employer/sponsor letter of support). You are required to show British Embassy or High Commission that you can support yourself and your dependants without the need for help from public funds. We recommend that you contact your nearest British Embassy or High Commission for advice on how to apply.  The British Embassy can also tell you how long you may have to wait for a decision. You may also have to attend an interview.  Information can be found at www.ukvisas.gov.uk.

British Embassy or High Commission has the decision on who has permission to enter and you must attain 40 points to successfully achieve an Entry Clearance/visa to be able to join Barony College. 

	Criteria for points
	What the points are awarded for 
	Points awarded

	Sponsorship 

Up to 30 points available 
	A valid Confirmation of Acceptance for Students (CAS)
	          30

	Maintenance (funds)
10 points available
	The length of course is nine months or less: course fees and £600 to cover living costs for each calendar month of the course. 
The length of course is more than nine months: first year of fees and £5,400 to cover living costs for nine months in the UK.

£535 per month per dependant.
	           10


Finance for Study

It is VERY important to make sure that you have enough money for your studies, before you set off for Scotland.  Initial financial difficulties will worry you even more if accommodation has not been arranged in advance, as temporary accommodation costs are very high.
Total Costs

Surveys have shown that most students underestimate the costs of higher education.  It is estimated that in total, a single student needs about £7,000 - £11,000 a year to meet the basic costs of living in Scotland, excluding tuition fees.  For more specific information on fees in Scotland, see ‘International Tuition Fees’.  Couples will need much more, which again will increase if they have children.

Funding your Studies

Most international students are either privately funded by their family or employer, or supported by a scholarship.  There are a number of scholarships and awards, which are provided by the British government and other UK organisations but there is strong competition for all of these.  These scholarships are usually paid directly to another government for its studies, or are directed through an organisation such as the British Council. Students should make initial enquiries through their home country education department and the local British Council Education Advisor. Public funds such as grants, loans and hardship funds are not available to international students.  

‘Home’ or ‘overseas’ students fee rates

British government legislation allows publicity funded educational institutions to change higher ‘overseas student’ fees to international students unless they fulfil certain immigration and residence requirements.  Those who meet the requirements will be charged a lower ‘home’ student rate of fee.  Your educational institution will decide whether you pay the ‘home’ or ‘overseas’ tuition fee.

International Tuition Fees

If you come to Britain to attend a course, you will have to pay fees to the institution where you are studying.  You should NOT travel to the UK or begin a course of studies without making sure that you have enough money to pay your academic fees (in addition to your living expenses).

Students from overseas are required to pay the full year’s International Tuition Fee before or on the enrolment. The fee is not refundable. 

Barony College International tuition fee is £5,000 per annum, although there are a number of scholarships available at £2500 per annum. Applications to be considered for a scholarship are welcomed.
There may be additional costs for examination fees, materials or uniforms that will depend on your chosen course.  

Living Costs

Full board at Barony College, which includes all meals, is likely to cost about £125 per week. Half board is about £110 per week at Barony College. 
The College will provide assistance in finding local accommodation should College accommodation not be suitable. Costs of accommodation locally will vary from £70.00 per week for a basic room for one person with an additional £40.00 per week for costs such as electricity, heating, telephone etc.  Food costs would be a minimum of £50.00 per week.  Therefore, you should expect to spend £160.00 per week in self-catering accommodation.

Travel Costs
If you live within Dumfrie & Galloway region while you are studying at Barony College, the College will provide you free Colllege bus travel from your accommodation to the college. 
Studying and Working In the UK

Studying in the UK you must comply with UK Immigration rules and regulations. 
If you enter the UK as a General Student (Tier 4):

·  You need to be undertaking a course run during the week that involves at least 15 hours of organised daytime study a week. 
· you must be able to pay for your course and support and accommodate yourself and any dependants without help from public funds
·  You are allowed to work part time (20 hours per week) during the term and any number of unlimited hours during the holiday. 

If you enter the UK as a Student Visitor, you must not:

· take employment in the United Kingdom; 

· engage in business, produce goods or provide services within the United Kingdom, including selling goods or services direct to members of the public; 

· study at a government-funded school; 

· be under the age of 18; 

· undertake part-time (up to 20 hours), or full-time vacation employment; 

· undertake a work placement or internship (paid or unpaid) as part of your course of study; or 

· extend your stay in the United Kingdom

Travel and Assistance upon Your Arrival
You may wish to access the following websites for information, pricing and availability of the transportation for your requirements.
www.britishairways.com
www.easyjet.com 

www.citylink.com
www.nationalrail.com
www.travelinescotland.com 

Barony College International Office and Student Services Team can arrange an airport or train station collection on your arrival. On the first week of arrival, you will be provided with an induction programme at the college, which includes College tour, town visits, meeting with your Programme Leader and Personal Tutor, introduction of local culture and a Question & Answer session etc. Our International Officer and Student Services Team will help you with Police and Medical Registration and open an International Student Bank Account. 
Contact Us 

If you have questions or need advice on any aspect of studying at Barony College, please contact International Office on +44 (0) 1387 860 251   or e-mail

International@barony.ac.uk .    

Useful Contacts
British Council Education Adviser in your own country:

www.britishcouncil.org.uk
For information on visa applications contact the Immigration and Nationality Directorate:

www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk
For UK visa information and your nearest British Diplomatic Post in the country where you live, contact the Foreign and Commonwealth Office website at:

www.fco.gov.uk
The council for international education provides information and support for international students:

For equivalencies of overseas qualifications:

UKNARIC, ECCTIS Limited

Oriel House, Cheltenham, Glos

GL50 1XP

www.naricorg.uk
UKCOSA

9-17 St Albans Place

London

N1 0NX

Tel:  +44 (0) 020 7288 4330

www.ukcosa.org.uk
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